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“I’ve been writing 
for as long as I can
remember and 
graduated with a degree
in English from the
University of Maryland.

In 1999, I got serious about publishing 
and completed my first book, Ghosts of 
Fire – a romantic suspense novel. A small 
press offered me a contract, but my agent 
suggested against it. 

But, then, after awhile I grew tired of 
playing the waiting game with the larger 
publishers. 

So I decided to self publish with iUniverse. I

really believed I had a great product and knew
that iUniverse would help me find its market.

The process was extremely smooth, and
the iUniverse people took me and my book
very seriously. The cover design was amazing –
they listened to my ideas and then came back
with a design that made them even better. 

Then good things began to happen.
In its review of Ghosts of Fire, the Midwest

Book Review called me ‘a writer of consider-
able promise and ability.’ Then I signed a 
two book deal with BET books. And now I’m
writing for Kensington and Harlequin.

None of this would have happened 
if I hadn’t taken the ‘plunge’ to self  

publish with iUniverse. 
The people of iUniverse took me seriously

as an author and gave me the confidence I
needed to go into the marketplace. 

Publishing with iUniverse confirmed every-
thing that I had always hoped about 
my future as a writer.”

All iUniverse books can be ordered through your local bookstore,
www.iuniverse.com and from any e-retailer, including:

“iUniverse turned Ghosts of Fire into 
a life-altering experience”

Maureen Smith 
Author, Ghosts of Fire


